
Joni Bryan serves as Executive Director and Founder of The 917 Society. With a back-
ground in social work, teaching and non-profit work, she has seen the impact that inspi-
ration can have on the trajectory of a person's life. She strives to impart in others that 
their voice is important, and that each person matters and can make a difference. When 
asked by a former activist in the civil rights movement when she had last read her Consti-
tution, she was inspired to make a difference. She founded The 917 Society to empower 
our youth with a sense of ownership to the document, as it belongs to all citizens.  

The U.S. Constitution inspired Joni to know her value and her rights. She is passion-
ate that our youth of today appreciate and honor our Constitution and understand the 
relevance in their lives for the present and the future. She lives on the river in Ashland 
City, TN. and has two grown daughters and loves traveling throughout the state sharing 
the mission of The 917 Society: To empower every 8th grader with the knowledge of 
their individual freedoms and their very own lasting, durable copy of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

All across this great nation, 8th graders memorize the words and take a test, never 
fully understanding what the Constitution means to them and all of us living in the great-
est nation on earth. Becoming a partner of the 917 Society will ensure that our beloved 
U.S. Constitution will become a guidebook for our youth to carry with them throughout 
their lives. 

With a mission to impress upon students the relevance and practicality gained 
through an understanding of the U.S. Constitution. The 917 Society offers a program to 
celebrate Constitution Day each September 17th FREE to teachers and students through 
donations from citizens who care about the future of our great Coun-
try.  Joni works all year to ensure that 8th grade students will look for-
ward to receiving their Constitution as a "rite of passage" as they grow 
in citizenship in our beloved Nation and to never take it for grant-
ed.  She will bring a copy for each attendee.   
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“There’s a Place for you at our Table” 

Luncheon Meetings are every first 
Tuesday of the month 
at 11:30 am at the 
Clarksville Country 
Club. Cost is $19.  
Make check payable 

to MCRW (separate checks for all 

other items.)  

        When you receive your reserva-
tion request email from Joan Niles,  
please respond as to whether you will 
attend or not, by clicking “Reply” with 
a yes or a no and include your name.  
You can made your reservation by 
email joanniles@gmail.com or 

phone 616-450-2800.  

     Deadline for making reservations 
is Wednesday evening before the 
date of the meeting on Tuesday. 
Deadline for canceling reservations is 
Sunday evening.   Remember that  “a 
reservation made is a reservation 
paid.”    If you know someone who 
does not have email, let her know to 

contact Joan by phone. 

President Brenda Lewis Graham 

1st Vice President—Programs Pamela Johnson 

2nd Vice President — Membership Opal Kennedy 

Corresponding Secretary Elaine Tucker 

Recording Secretary Nancy Adkison 

Treasurer Juanita Golson 

Assistant Treasurer Syndi Carlson 

Immediate Past President Joy Huggins 

2018 — 2019  

Club Officers 
 

Pocket Constitutions for 

all who attend. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Montgomery-County-Republican-WomenTN/122931744422322
https://twitter.com/mcrwtn1
https://www.montgomerycountyrepublicanwomentn.org/
mailto:joanniles@gmail.com?subject=Reservation


    How exciting it is to see all 
of the new faces stepping up 
to work as officers and/or 
committee chairs! 
   As Brenda works to fill the 
Committee Chair positions, 
she is adding more newer 
members and/or those who 
have never before served in 
one of these capacities in the 
past.  Welcome ladies, and 
we are very happy that 
you’ve stepped up to do this 
work for your Club. 
   Since it’s important for us 
to all know who’s working for 
us, we’ll try to feature some 
of these ladies in the next few 
newsletters. 
   
 Because they are continuing 
in the same Officer positions, 
we will begin with Opal Ken-
nedy and Elaine Tucker.   
 
    Opal is a retired guidance 
counselor secretary from 
MCSS.  Opal is married to 
Reber Kennedy,  a retired 
Engineer from Trane.  Their 
son, Robert and his wife 
Claire have seven children, 
which makes Opal a very hap-
py and proud grandmother!  

Opal recently celebrated her 
birthday on January 11th.  She 
works very closely with her 
Baptist church family and en-
joys taking trips with Reber.  
She is a devoted family person 
and works very hard as a Re-
publican. Opal has attended 
Ladies’ Day on the Hill in the 
past and recently attended the 
31st TFRW Biennial Convention, 
along with several others from 
MCRWC.  She does a great job 
as your 2nd Vice President of 
Membership and is always 
available when called upon for 
various other volunteer jobs. 
 
    Elaine Tucker serves MCRWC 
in another term as your Corre-
sponding Secretary.   She re-
tired from MCSS, working as a 
Spanish teacher at Clarksville 
High School. She previously 
taught in New York. After retir-
ing from CHS she was a Univer-
sity Supervisor at Austin Peay 
State University. Not only has 
Elaine studied at Austin Peay, 
but she graduated  from Gettys-
burg College, earning her BA 
degree. She studied Spanish 
at the Universidad de Guana-
juato, Mexico and at the Uni-

Meet Your Officers . . .  
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Americanism 
Willi Frank 

Armed Forces/ Homeland 
Security 

Willi Frank 
Budget & Finance 

Cheryl Chapin 
By-Laws 

Teresa Tuttle 
Campaign Hours 
Nicole O’Connor  

Caring for America 
Diane Green—Chair 

Marty Matthews—CoChair  
Chaplain 

Barbara Corley 
Club Achievement Awards 

 Pat Allen 
Communications 

Joy Huggins 
Facebook & Website 

Marie Tillman 
Fundraising 

 Nicole O’Connor 

Historian 
 Juanita Golson 

Leadership 
Niesha Wolfe 
Legislative 

Ashley Elizabeth Graham 
Literacy/Education 

 Ellen Twombley 

Luncheon Reservations 
Joan Niles 

Newsletter Editor 
Marie Tillman 

Parliamentarian 
Pat Allen  

Publicity 
Joy Huggins 

Voter Registration 
Peggy Vaughn 

Committee Chairs  

Please Pay your Dues for 
2018.  Just $25 per year! 
Men may join as Associate 
Members for $10 per year. 
Make all checks payable to 
MCRW and send to: Opal 
Kennedy, 1151 Needmore 
Road, Clarksville, TN 
37040.  You may also pay 
your dues at the Luncheon 
meeting.  

In order to be one of the 
clubs with the highest 
membership in the TNFRW, 
we need everyone to pay 
their dues and recruit new 
members.  We have 48 
paid members and 5 paid 
associate members. 

versity of New Mexico 
where she earned her 
Masters degree. She is 
proud of having been hon-
ored as the Middle Ten-
nessee High School Teach-
er of the Year, among oth-
er awards. 
    Elaine loves cats, cars, 
dancing, theatre and trav-
eling. She is very close to 
her Aunt Marion, with 
whom she has traveled 
the world.  Elaine is very 
proud that her 103 year 
old aunt is able to go plac-
es with her. She has visit-
ed about 90 countries and 
cruised over 100 times! 
Her favorite trips are on 
river cruises. 
     Elaine is originally 
from Syosset, New York, 
but has lived most of her 
adult life in Clarksville. She 
also lived in Mexico and 
Germany. Life in Clarks-
ville has been good to her. 
     Of interest to Republi-
cans is that she knows 
members of the Teddy 
Roosevelt family and 
babysat for David Eisen-
hower! 

Opal, Syndi, Juanita, Elaine, Joy, Pam, Brenda, Nancy 



Once a year, we pause to celebrate the 

contributions of our nation’s founding 

father, first president, and top general. 

Remembered by the Congress as "first in 

war, first in peace, and first in the hearts 

of his countrymen," George Washington 

is rightfully beloved by all who call this 

wonderful nation home. I encourage you 

all to spend a few moments this month 

reading about our dear President Wash-

ington and celebrate President’s Day 

accordingly.  

We have much to celebrate, as well. With 

a new and improved Veterans Affairs 

clinic open, about 4,000 patients who 

live in Clarksville will be able to receive 

care close to home. It’s wonderful to see 

this promise of care fulfilled.  

With winter in full swing and snow, ice 

on the horizon, take care of each other. 

Friendship keeps us warm through the 

coldest night! I’m grateful to count each 

of you among my friends. We’ve got a 

full year ahead – thank you for being 

dedicated to our club, the GOP, and our 

great state.  

A Message from Your President 
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Our Club Objectives  

 To promote and in-
form public through 
political education and 
activity.  

 To increase the effec-
tiveness of women in 
the cause of good gov-
ernment.  

 To facilitate coopera-
tion among the Na-
tional and State Feder-
ation.  

 To foster loyalty to the 
Republican Party and 
promote its principles 
and candidates in all 
elections, including 
non-partisan elections.  

 To support the objec-
tives and policies of 
the Republican Na-
tional and Tennessee 
Executive Committees 
and to work for the 
election of Republican 
Party nominees.  

 To attain Diamond 
Award in 2018-2019.  

Sausage Rolls  

For snowy, winter days, try a good wine drink and sausage rolls! 

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Make a biscuit 
dough by combining flour, baking powder, salt, 
shortening and milk. Roll the dough to 1/8 inch 
thick and cut into shape with a biscuit cutter. In the 
center of each, place sausage equal to a good-
sized hickory nut, and roll it up in the dough. Bake 

in hot oven for 1-15 minutes.                 Page 9 

From our Cookbook . . .  

          The 110th General Assembly Ashley Elizabeth Graham 

Legislative Committee Chair 

The Second Session of the 110th General Assembly gaveled back in at the be-
ginning of January. Bill filing deadline passed the middle of January and Com-
mittee/Subcommittee meetings are up and running. With legislation moving 

through the process, we’re expecting to go sine die by mid-spring.  

Governor Haslam’s final State of the State address will be January 29th. All are welcome to 
attend the address in the House chamber or watch the address on your local PBS channel. Look 
for Governor Haslam to put forward his final budget, legislative initiatives, and celebrating Ten-
nessee’s historic rise in economy, business, and education over the past few years.   

Looking ahead, turnover is the word on the Hill this year. With resignations, running for other 
offices, or not running again, almost 30 of the 99 State House and Senate seats will be open this 
year. All of this makes for an exciting session and year to come. February tends to be open sea-
son for Day on the Hill days sponsored by various groups. Feel free to reach out 
(ashleyelizabethgraham@gmail.com) and I’m happy to help get you connected with a Day on 

the Hill that works for you.  

Mulled Wine                      

2 cups sifted flour    2/3 cup milk 

2-1/2 teaspoons bak-

ing powder 

1 pound of sausage, 

cut into pieces 

1 teaspoon salt 1/4 cup shortening 

3 cups red wine 3 cloves 

2 tablespoons sugar 2 orange slices 

1/2 stick cinnamon 2 tablespoons rum 

Pour wine in a saucepan; then add sugar, 
cinnamon, cloves, orange slices and rum. 
Bring to a boil, then strain. Fill coffee mugs 

and serve.  A good winter drink. 

 

Marianne Mayer                             Page 11 

mailto:blgfarmgirl51@gmail.com
mailto:ashleyelizabethgraham@gmail.com
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CARING FOR OUR 

MEMBERS  

        If you know 

of a current or 

former member 

who has been or 

is ill, has suf-

fered a loss or 

could just use a little cheer, 

please give Elaine Tucker, Cor-

responding Secretary, their 

names and addresses so she can 

send them a card.  

   Please share your good news 

with us, too. 

Meet the Gubernatorial Candidates 
For several months, we have attempted  to give you some information about a different 

candidate each month.  We have already profiled Mae Beavers, Diane Black, Randy Boyd, 

Beth Harwell, and Bill Lee for you.  We continue here with those candidates as we pre-

view each one in alphabetical order. 

This does not indicate any type of endorsement for the particular candidate, but is simp-

ly for informational purposes so that you can make a better decision about your vote. 

Our final candidate featured is Kay White, a Realtor from East 
Tennessee. You can go to her site at https://
kaywhiteforgovernor.com/about to get more information. 
 

     While residing in Tennessee Kay has listened to the peo-

ple’s voice for the changes they want in the Tennessee's State 

Legislature. "As Governor, I want to bring the voice back to its 

people, the power back to our churches and law enforce-

ment, while instilling God's values back into the core of our 

state legislature." 

The personal, business and political experience she brings to the table is that she 

attended East Tennessee State University, former small business Owner, former Co-

Owner and Bookkeeper of a 485 acre farm, former Co-owner of the Mountaineer Res-

taurant and her current occupation is that she has been a Realtor for 25 years taking 

numerous courses in Tennessee laws, ethics and other related courses to continue her 

education.  

Kay is known for her loyalty and honesty in business ethics and fosters deep convic-

tions. "We are all blessed by God ....to be born in America and Tennessee being our 

home state" She has served on the Hawkins County Economic Development Board and 

has held volunteer positions with hospitals, handicap centers, and committees geared 

toward improving the community. Kay has contributed many hours assisting youth to 

set and accomplish their goals. Kay was a member of the Belmont Baptist Church, a 

member of the First Baptist Church of Church Hill, and a member of Boone Trail Baptist. 

She taught Sunday school for 20 years. She was active in the Christian Women's group 

and a member of Life Fellowship. Other work includes the Kingsport TN Mission Center, 

Youth Groups and Bible conferences. During her youth she attended Bancroft Bible 

Camp for 8 years.  

Kay ran for Congress in 1995 & 1997 and since this time she has built an extensive po-

litical experience background,  including the organization of the Tri City Tea Party Group 

in East Tennessee. Kay was married to Bert Smith, III, father of her five children, now 

deceased. She has been married to Doug White for 20 years, who was the owner of 

White's Fresh Foods and several other corporations, All of which are Tennessee based 

entities.    Kay is a Mother, Grandmother and Great Grandmother.  She identifies her-

self as a true conservative with experience, love and devotion for the people and the 

State of Tennessee.   

Regular Monthly Club Meetings 

MCRWC — 1st Tuesday — 11:30 am 
March 6, 2018 
Clarksville Country Club 
 
RRRW—3rd Saturday — 9:30 am  
February 17, 2018 
The Looking Glass 
 
Montgomery County GOP 
4th Tuesday  — 7:00 pm  
February 20, 2018 
GOP Headquarters 

     The Montgomery County Re-
publican Party has moved its 
2018 Lincoln Reagan Day Din-
ner to March 16, 2018. Please 
make this change on your calen-
dar and watch for more infor-
mation to come! 

   This is an important fund-
raising event for our local Party 
and your support is greatly need-
ed and appreciated. 

   Montgomery County Republi-
can Women always work hard 
to make this event successful and 
we’re looking forward to another 
great success! 

https://kaywhiteforgovernor.com/about
https://kaywhiteforgovernor.com/about

